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Civil  War 
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Fredericksburg 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


New  York  Tribune 
February  9,  1964 


To  Highest  Bidder,  Lincoln 's 
Moving  Letter  on  Defeat 


By  Earl   G.   Talbott 

01  The  Herald.  Tribune  Stall 

Dec.  13;  1&62,  dawned  cold 
and  gray  in  the  hilly  country- 
side around  Fredericksburg, 
Va.  Capricious  winds  whipped 
the  waters  of  Rappahannock. 
River.  A  Confederate  force— 
the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia,  79,000-strong  under 
Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee— was 
drawn  up  behind  breastworks 
above  the  rear  of  the  town. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside,  at 
the  head  of  122,000  men— the 
Army  of  the  Potomac— de- 
cided to  cross  the  river  and 
launch  a  frontal  assault  at 
Lee. 

The  trouble  with  Burnside 
was  that  although  he  gave 
his  name  to  the  style  of 
whiskers  known  as  sideburns, 
he  gave  it  to  few  military 
successes.  The  day  before, 
his  vanguard  had  cleared 
rebel  snipers  from  the  river 

bank  at  considerable  loss 
to  themselves.  Later  that 
afternoon,      Burnside      had 

called  a  conference  of  his 
commanders,  but  when  his 
army    negotiated    the    river 

the  next  morning,  he  was 
still  without  a  plan. 

Burnside's  attack  on  Lee's 

right,  held  by  Stonewall 
Jackson,  was  driven  back 
with  heavy  losses.  A  bayonet 
charge  on  the  left,  where  Lee 
had  placed  James  Longstreet, 
was  equally  unsuccessful — 
not  a  man  reached  the  rebel 
defenses.  Burnside  withdrew 
on  the  15th.  He  had  lost 
12.650  men;  the  enemy,  4,200. 
It  was  one  of  the  Union's 
most  stunning  defeats  of  the 
war. 


Lincoln's  letter  expressed 

the  thanks  of  a  nation 

to  the  Army  of  the 

Potomac  after  the 

disastrous  battle  of 

Fredericksburg. 


Itxtcixiivt    itlnnMon. 
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What  was  President  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  reaction?  Burn- 
side was  soon  replaced,  but  the 
magnanimous  Lincoln,  on  the 
following  Dec.  22,  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  men  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  con-  j 
gratulating  them  on  their  j 
performance. 

"I  have  just  read  your  J 
Commanding  General's  pre- 
liminary  report  of  the  Battle 
of  Fredericksburg,"  he  wrote. 
'Although  you  were  not  suc- 
cessful, the  attempt  was  not 
an  error,  nor  the  failure  other 
than  an  accident.  The  cour- 
age with  which  you,  in  an 
open  field,  maintained  the 
contest  against  an  entrenched 
jfoe,  and  the  consummate 
fekill  and  success  with  which 
frou  crossed  and  re-crossed 
/the  river  in  face  of  the  enemy 
show  that  you  possess  all  the 
qualities  of  a  great  army, 
which  will  yet  give  victory 
to  the  cause  of  the  country, 
and  of  popular  government. 
Condoling  with  the  mourners 
for  the  dead,  and  sympa- 
thizing with  the  severely 
wounded,  I  congratulate  you 
that  the  number  of  both  is 
comparatively  so  small. 
"I   tender  to  you,   officers 


and  soldiers,  the   thanks   of 
the  nation." 

The  manuscript,  which  is 
the   only  one   known  of  the 
communication    In    Lincoln's 
own  hand,  is  one  of  a  collec- 
tion of  rare  Llncolniana  that 
will  be  sold  at  auction  at  1:45 
p.  m.  Tuesday  at  the  Parke- 
Bernet    Galleries,    Inc.,    980 
Madison  Ave.  It  is  expected 
to  bring  as  much  as  $15,000. 
Another  scarce  item  to  be 
sold  is  a  letter  signed  by  both 
the  President  and  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln.  It  is  a  "thank-you" 
note  for  favors  rendered.  The 
Emancipator's  wry  humor  is 
displayed    In    another    letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  ask- 
ing   an    appointment    for    a 
friend  of  Joseph  Gillespie,  an 
old     Illinois    comrade.     "He 
(Gillespie)   says  he  can  not 
live  if  he  goes  home  without 
it,  and  I  don't  think  I  can 
live  if  he  stays  here.  I  am 


earnest  about  this,"  Lincoln 
wrote. 

The  collection  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  which  is  largely 
from  the  estates  of  the  late 
Philip  Ward  jr.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Francis  K.  Read, 
of  Kingsville,  Md.,  contains 
documents  by  John  Adams, 
Sherwood  Anderson,  Max 
Beerbohm,  William  Rose 
-  Benet,  Johannes  Brahms, 
James  Buchanan,  Enrico  Ca- 
ruso, Calvin  Coolidge,  Charles 
Dickens,  Thomas  A.  Edison, 
Ulysses  S.  Grant,  Alexander 
Hamilton,  Andrew  Jackson, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  the  Mar- 
quis de  Lafayette,  George 
Bernard  Shaw  and  other  no- 
tables. 

One  of  the  most  poignant 
Items  is  a  collection  of  100 
or  more  letters  and  memo- 
randa written  by  the  Empress 
Carlota  of  Mexico,  who  died 
in  an  asylum  after  Mexican 
revolutionaries  executed  her 
husband,  the  Emperor  Max- 
imilian. They  trace  in  excit- 
ing detail  the  ill-fated  course 
that  led  her  to  the  throne 
of  Mexico. 


The  New  York  Times 
New  York,  New  York 
Sunday,  Feb.  9,  1964 


LINCOLN  SCRIPT 
TO  BE  AUCTIONED 

It  Is  His  Message  to  Army 
After  Fredericksburg 


day  French  18th-century  furni- 
ture Gothic  and  Renaissance 
art  chandeliers,  clocks  and  a  se- 
lection of  Tiffany  and  other  "art 
nouveau"  glass.  .„„ 

The  Plaza  Art  Galleries,  406 
East  79th  Street,  will  auction 
furniture,  a  collection  of  silver, 
and  lamps  and  porcelains.  Exhi- 
bition will  open  tomorrow,  and 
the  sale  will  be  held  at  noon 
Thursday. 

The  Savoy  Art  and  Auction 
President  Lincoln's  message! Ganeries,  18  East  50th  Street, 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 'iU  hold  a  sale  at  noon  Satur- 
after  its  disastrous  defeat  in  day,  offering  furniture  in  tra- 
the  Battle  of  Fredericksburg) ditional  styles,  including  Eng- 
was  first  written  out  by  Lincoln  ;lish  and  French;  paintings, 
and  then  printed  in  a  leaflet  for  chandeliers  and  porcelains.  Ex- 
the  battle  survivors.  Jhibition  will  open  on  Wednesday  . 

The  onlv  known  version  of j  winegarden  Auction  t*a.uer- 
the  historic  document  in  Lin-  ies  12  East  12th  Street,  wil 
coin's  hand  will  be  auctioned ;aucuon  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
on  Tuesday  at  the  Parke-Bernet  at  noon  French  and  English  an- 
Galleries  980  Madison  Avenue.  |tique  and  period-style  lurmsh- 
Lincoin  made  some  changes  in-ings  and  Chinese  decorations, 
the  leaflet,  but  they  were  tn-  In  the  collection  is  a  ■.>.-■   ■■■'- 


fling. 

In  both  manuscript  and  print 
ed  form,  the  message  commend- 
ed the  qualities  of  the  Army  and 
gave  the  thanks  of  the  nation 
which,  with  the  replacement  of 
Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  command- 
ing general,  probably  helped  re- 
store the  Army's  shaken  morale. 
The  rare  document,  written  on 
Dec  22,  1862,  about  a  week 
after  the  battle  and  after  re- 
ceipt  of  a  preliminary  report 
from  General  Burnside,  said: 

"The  attempt  was  not  an  er- 
ror, nor  the  failure  other  than 
an  accident." 

The  President  wrote  of  the 
Army's  courage  and  consum- 
mate skill,  showing  "that  you 
possess  all  the  qualities  of  a 
great  army,  which  will  yet  give 
victory  to  the  cause  of  the 
country." 

Other  Historic  Items 
Other  historic  material  on 
sale  includes  an  archive  of  the 
life  of  the  Empress  Carlota  of 
Mexico  and  letters  by  George 
Washington  and  "Mad  Anthony' 
Wayne. 

Another  sale  at  Parke-Bernet 
will  offer  on  Friday  and  Satur- 


English  dining  chairs. 
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